
For a number of years we produced a bearing 

housing for heavy trucks.  After our customer 

redesigned the part to combine two 

components into one, it ultimately saved 

the customer money but became more 

complicated to produce.  The new design 

called for a completely different process 

flow that included machining using

complex datums, followed by induction 

heat treatment.
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WE THOUGHT HARD ABOUT 

PROCESS AND SEQUENCE. 

We worked closely with a number of heat treating 

suppliers to identify an alternative heat treat process, 

and found ways to resolve issues with tolerances that

allowed us to consistently and accurately run production 

parts. It took some time and collaboration with our

suppliers and customer but we improved the machining

process and the overall manufacturability of the part.

PARTNERS IN BETTER PARTS.  

A unique machining and heat treating process, along with 

implementation of robotics and custom automation, 

allowed us to make quality parts that would meet our 

customer’s specification. In the end, our customer got 

a better part and we got a better process.  That’s what 

it’s like to partner with Rathburn.

Visit our plant in Auburn, Indiana and see for yourself how for 35+ years, we’ve used the latest technology while 

applying ingenuity and consistent quality standards to produce an experience our customers call “hard to believe”.


